
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Joshua 7:16-26 – 

16 
Early the next morning Joshua had Israel come 

forward by tribes, and Judah was taken. 
17 

The clans 

of Judah came forward, and he took the Zerahites. 

He had the clan of the Zerahites come forward by 

families, and Zimri was taken. 
18 

Joshua had his 

family come forward man by man, and Achan son 

of Carmi, the son of Zimri, the son of Zerah, of the 

tribe of Judah, was taken. 

19 
Then Joshua said to Achan, “My son, give glory to 

the LORD, the God of Israel, and give him the praise. 

Tell me what you have done; do not hide it from 

me.” 

20 
Achan replied, “It is true! I have sinned against 

the LORD, the God of Israel. This is what I have done: 
21 

When I saw in the plunder a beautiful robe from 

Babylonia, two hundred shekels of silver and a 

wedge of gold weighing fifty shekels, I coveted 

them and took them. They are hidden in the ground 

inside my tent, with the silver underneath.” 

22 
So Joshua sent messengers, and they ran to the 

tent, and there it was, hidden in his tent, with the 

silver underneath. 
23 

They took the things from the 

tent, brought them to Joshua and all the Israelites 

and spread them out before the LORD. 

24 
Then Joshua, together with all Israel, took Achan 

son of Zerah, the silver, the robe, the gold wedge, 

his sons and daughters, his cattle, donkeys and 

sheep, his tent and all that he had, to the Valley of 

Achor. 
25 

Joshua said, “Why have you brought this 

trouble on us?  The LORD will bring trouble on you 

today.” 

Then all Israel stoned him, and after they had 

stoned the rest, they burned them. 
26 

Over Achan 

they heaped up a large pile of rocks, which remains 

to this day. Then the LORD turned from his fierce 

anger. Therefore that place has been called the 

Valley of Achor ever since. 

 If you flip through the pages of the book of 

Joshua, you’re bound to see some truly high 

points: 

• The entering of the Promised Land, 

when God parted the Jordan River like 

he had parted the Red Sea for the 

Israelites years before. 

• The memorable account of Jericho, 

when the walls came tumbling down. 

• The sun standing still in an almost 

incomprehensible answer to Joshua’s 

prayer as the Israelites fought an 

enemy. 

• The famous quote toward the end of 

Joshua’s life: “As for me and my 

household, we will serve the LORD.” 

I’m sorry, but we don’t have one of those 

more glorious accounts in front of us today.  

Instead, we have one of the more somber 

accounts from this book, the account of Achan.  

This is a more obscure story from Joshua with 

plenty of mystery, intrigue, and tragedy.   

Each of these Sundays of Lent, we will focus 

on a key word or concept from our Scripture 

readings.  On this first Sunday of Lent, let’s 

learn from this account in Joshua 7and see 

“Lenten Thoughts on Temptation.”  We will 

see: 
  

1. A story of temptation and 

condemnation 

2. A story of…  grace?      

        
1. A story of temptation and 

condemnation 
To understand what was happening in our 

reading today, we must go back one chapter to 

the memorable defeat of Jericho.  Some of you 

might remember details from that story.  If you 

look at the map on the screen up front, you'll 
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see the location where the children of Israel 

entered the Promised Land from the east.  Their 

sights immediately landed on the city of Jericho, 

which the LORD was going to give over to them.  

As he commanded, they marched around the 

city walls once a day for six days, and then on 

the seventh, the LORD caused those mighty 

walls to fall down.  They took the city, and it 

marked a high point for the nation! 

However, trouble was going to come upon 

them.  Why?  Here was the command that 

Joshua had given the people when they were 

about to take Jericho: “Shout! For the LORD has 

given you the city! 
 
The city and all that is in it 

are to be devoted to the LORD…  Keep away from 

the devoted things, so that you will not bring 

about your own destruction by taking any of 

them. Otherwise you will make the camp of 

Israel liable to destruction and bring trouble on 

it. 
 
All the silver and gold and the articles of 

bronze and iron are sacred to the LORD and must 

go into his treasury.” (6:17-19) 

Remember those words.  The account 

continues after Jericho was sacked: “Men went 

up and spied out Ai.   When they returned to 

Joshua, they said, ‘Not all the people will have to 

go up against Ai. Send two or three thousand 

men to take it and do not weary all the people, 

for only a few men are there.’ 
 
So about three 

thousand men went up; but they were routed by 

the men of Ai,
 
who killed about thirty-six of them. 

They chased the Israelites from the city gate as 

far as the stone quarries and struck them down 

on the slopes. At this the hearts of the people 

melted.” (7:3-5) 

What happened?  Someone had disobeyed 

the command of God.   This had brought 

corporate guilt on the whole nation.  “The LORD 

said to Joshua, ‘Israel has sinned; they have 

violated my covenant, which I commanded 

them to keep… They have taken some of the 

devoted things; they have stolen, they have lied, 

they have put them with their own possessions…  

Go, consecrate the people. Tell them, 

“Consecrate yourselves in preparation for 

tomorrow; for this is what the LORD, the God of 

Israel, says: That which is devoted is among you, 

O Israel. You cannot stand against your enemies 

until you remove it.  In the morning, present 

yourselves tribe by tribe… He who is caught with 

the devoted things shall be destroyed by fire, 

along with all that belongs to him. He has 

violated the covenant of the LORD and has done 

a disgraceful thing in Israel!” (7:10-15)  

Enter the words of our text today.  The 

nation has been gathered.  Corporate guilt has 

come upon them all because of this act.  The 

offender is to be named.  Most likely, lots 

(stones) were used to select clans and families 

among the people to determine who exactly 

this was who had brought defeat and 

condemnation on the nation.  Can you imagine 

the stress as the selections progressed?   

Our reading recounted how the families and 

men were whittled down to a man named 

Achan from the tribe of Judah.  In hindsight, 

don’t you wonder why Achan didn’t step 

forward that night before to confess his sin?  

Did he really think he could hide it?  And why 

did he wait until he specifically had been singled 

out?  Wasn’t it becoming clear he would be 

implicated?!   

Regardless, the lots were cast until the bitter 

end, and Joshua confronted Achan and put him 

under oath to come clean.  What had he done?  

Achan said, “It is true! I have sinned against the 

LORD, the God of Israel. This is what I have done:
 

When I saw in the plunder a beautiful robe from 

Babylonia, two hundred shekels of silver and a 

wedge of gold weighing fifty shekels, I coveted 

them and took them. They are hidden in the 

ground inside my tent, with the silver under-

neath.”  
 
So Joshua sent messengers, and they ran 

to the tent, and there it was, hidden in his tent, 

with the silver underneath. 
 
They took the things 

from the tent, brought them to Joshua and all the 

Israelites and spread them out before the LORD.” 

Did you see a progression that had 

happened to Achan during the victory over 

Jericho?   

• “I saw.”  Achan noticed 5 lbs. of silver 

and a piece of gold weighing more than 

a pound.  He also noticed an imported 

Babylonian robe.  
  

• “It was good.”  The NIV translates 

“beautiful” in describing the robe.  It 



literally is the basic Hebrew word for 

good, which is used to describe 

anything from the created world after 

each day to objects like this robe.   
 

•  “I coveted (desired).”  The switch went 

on inside him that wanted these things. 
 

• “I took.”  

  “I saw… It was good… I desired… I took.”  

This sin didn’t even seem to be planned or 

intended.  In fact, with all the possessions of 

Achan at the end of our reading, he seems to be 

a wealthy man!  Did he even have a need for 

these things? 

What reasoning do you think went through 

his mind to justify him taking these items? 

• Why waste these valuable things? 

• I’m not hurting anyone by taking them. 

• I’m sure others are taking things too. 

• It’s only a few items that won’t be 

missed. 

• No one will know or care about these. 

• This is a pittance compared to the 

whole city’s wealth. 

• My family could really benefit from 

these things. 

• If I hide this, no one will find out. 

Achan had let his thinking become distorted 

and had fallen into temptation and sin!   

This led to the condemnation and execution 

of Achan.  It led to the end of the account, 

which might have made you say, “Wow.  What 

a punishment.  Did that fit the crime?”  What 

can we say about the judgment given to Achan? 

• This was the first city the Lord had 

given them!  This was the “firstfruit” of 

the rest of the cities to come, and 

God’s commands had been disobeyed 

right out of the gate. 
  

• 36 men had lost their lives because of 

him.  36 households had no leader 

anymore. 
 

• This was an example to the nation of 

God’s perfection and justice when it 

came to sin. 
 

• This was direct disobedience. 

What about the sons and daughters that are 

mentioned?  Some commentators believe that 

the sons and daughters were not executed, but 

simply present, as it says that Israel stoned 

“him.”  Other commentators put direct guilt on 

the household who surely would have known 

about this, and who had not reported this or 

confessed it. 

However, here’s the main point: YOU’RE 

NOT GOD.  This is how God feels about sin, and 

rightly so!  There are a couple things that we 

will never have to wonder: 

• How God feels about sin 

• Whether God will find out about sin 

This story of Achan should be a familiar one 

to you.  There are other accounts in the Bible 

that have quite a similarity: “I saw… It was 

good… I desired… I took.”  Sound familiar? 

• “When the woman saw that the fruit of 

the tree was good for food and pleasing 

to the eye, and also desirable for 

gaining wisdom, she took some and ate 

it. She also gave some to her husband, 

who was with her, and he ate it.” 

(Genesis 3)   And corporate guilt came 

upon mankind because of it! 

• King David, who saw the “good” 

Bathsheba bathing from his roof and 

desired and took her. 

• Judas, who saw and loved the “good” 

pieces of silver and desired and took 

them. 

This should also be a familiar story to you 

because it is your story.  The progression that 

overcame Achan and Eve is a real danger to you 

too.  James 1 says, “Each one is tempted when, 

by his own evil desire, he is dragged away and 

enticed. 
 
Then, after desire has conceived, it 

gives birth to sin; and sin, when it is full-grown, 

gives birth to death.”  What objects or desires 

have you struggled with in your life?  In the OT, 

the word for coveting is most often associated 

with money, property, and sensuality.  Are 

there similarities with what gets your sinful 

nature’s coveting going? 

Might we have some of the same reasoning 

that Achan may have had? 

• I’m not hurting… 



• I’m sure others are… 

• It’s only a little bit… 

• No one will know or care… 

• This is a pittance compared to… 

• My family could really benefit… 

• If I hide this, no one will find out… 

Oh yes, then there’s the hiding.  Are you 

good at hiding things?  Even sin?  Where do you 

hide a forbidden object or activity?  Behind your 

computer screen?  Behind closed doors?  Or in a 

hotel?  In a bank account?  In your office?  Is 

what you’re hiding in your home?  In a quiet 

phone conversation?  On your Smartphone?  Or 

is it just in your mind? 

It doesn’t matter, for your secret is out.  And 

the Lord doesn’t have to go through an 

elaborate process to find his information out.  

You and I can find information as quickly as at 

any time in history.  You can find out online 

who sang a certain song and when.  You can 

find out the weather forecast and which team 

won the game.  You can find out store hours 

immediately.  Instant internet access.  That 

doesn’t even compare to the internet 

connection that our God has.  He has instant 

access to your records.  And you have no 

secrets. 

This is a fearful thing to us because we see 

clearly in this account how God feels about sin.  

During Lent we can clearly see this also.  Just 

look.  What has your sin cost Christ?  A familiar 

Lenten hymn says: 
 

If you think of sin but lightly,  

Nor suppose the evil great, 

Here may view its nature rightly,  

Here its guilt may estimate. 

     

The treatment of our Savior clearly shows us 

the result of our temptations and 

condemnation! 

2. A story of… grace? 
 

We are not done with our look at the 

account of Achan today, because there’s one 

other angle we must see.  Not only is this a 

story of temptation and condemnation, but it is 

also a story of… grace.   

 

Grace?  Really?  Where can we see grace in this 

account?   

Perhaps we can see it in the fact that Achan 

may not have been eternally condemned 

because of this sentence.  Was Achan saved?  

After all, execution doesn’t have to imply that 

he was eternally condemned.  If so, then the 

words Jesus spoke to the thief on the cross 

were not true.  Some commentators make a 

point that Joshua says to him, “The LORD will 

bring trouble on you today.”   Achan did confess 

his sin, and grace was a possibility for him, 

although we will not know the answer to that 

until we are in glory.   

There are other places where we see God’s 

grace connected with this account.  One clue is 

the name “Achor,” meaning “trouble,” in our 

reading.  That was what that valley was called.  

The grace comes in when later in the OT Hosea 

2 has a beautiful reference to how God would 

continue to love his rebellious OT people and 

how he would save them.  It says, “(I will) speak 

tenderly to her… I will give her back her 

vineyards, and will make the Valley of Achor a 

door of hope.  There she will sing as in the days 

of her youth, as in the day she came up out of 

Egypt.”  The Lord promises specifically to 

change the Valley of Achor to the hope of 

salvation as he will restore his people! 

Another veiled reference we see is in the 

tribe that Achan was from, Judah.  This was one 

of the darkest days of the OT for the tribe of 

Judah.  However, hearing that name “Judah” 

reminds us that this was the tribe through 

which the Messiah had been promised.  God 

was certainly going to bring about a reversal 

when it came to the way that tribe was 

mentioned here.  One of their own sinned 

against the Lord and betrayed the nation.  But 

God would bring about the Savior from sin, 

Jesus Christ, from that very tribe! 

We also see the story of grace in the larger 

context of what was happening at this time, 

namely, the conquest of the land.  Achan had 

thrown a wrench into that for a time, but after 

this problem had been resolved God would 

remain true to his promise to bless this nation 

as they would continue to claim the Promised 



Land that he was giving them.  This was a 

prelude to the Messiah coming into the world 

at Bethlehem, and performing his ministry 

among them in their land.  It was also a picture 

of the heavenly Promised Land that we are all 

headed for.  What traces of grace we see here! 

We see even brighter scenes of God’s grace 

in the Gospel reading for today, which 

recounted Christ’s temptation.  In that 

memorable account, did you see evidence of 

greed in Jesus?  Evidence of a lack of trust?  

Hidden, forbidden sin?  Not at all!  In fact, think 

about the Lenten account of his time in the 

Garden of Gethsemane, we see him struggling 

with his assignment to suffer and die – that is, 

“drink the cup” that his Father had placed 

before him.  Did he give in to any temptation to 

refuse that cup?  Not at all!  Our Savior was 

tempted in every way just as we are, yet was 

our sinless Savior! 

As he very well knew, this all led to a cross, 

which is front and center before us this Lent.  

Look at it.  Look at the destination of our 

perfect, sinless Savior who resisted every 

temptation perfectly.  There your sin was paid 

for.  There he took your stoning, burning and 

punishment that you deserved because you 

have given in to temptation.  There he took 

your guilt and hidden sin and paid its price with 

his suffering and death.  There our forgiveness 

and salvation were won!   

That’s what makes this time of Lent so 

precious to us.  This Lenten season is not about 

a persecuted individual’s journey for himself.  

It’s not about a martyr or activist fighting the 

system.  It’s about the salvation of your soul 

and the salvation of the world.  It’s a reason to 

confess our sins and to have an inner joy in the 

forgiveness that he has won for us. 

As we close our look at temptation today, 

let’s remember the words Jesus said to his 

disciples about temptation on the last night he 

spent with them in his ministry. In the Garden 

of Gethsemane he told them: “Watch and pray 

so that you will not fall into temptation.  The 

spirit is willing but the flesh is weak.” (Mark 

14:38)  These are words for us to remember this 

Lenten season.  Achan shows us why.  

Temptation is all around us, and can reach out 

and grab us when we least expect it.   

So watch and pray!  Let’s start Lent right in 

our journey of repentance, and pray that the 

Savior who has died for our sins and won us 

eternal life would give us the strength to resist 

temptation when it comes!   Amen.             


